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| also want to note that | am strongly en-
couraged by President Lee’s appeal yesterday
to convene a summit between the top leader-
ship of Taiwan and the PRC. We only need
recall the tensions between Taiwan and the
PRC prior to the election of President Lee to
understand the need for such a summit. A
new dialog and communication between top
leadership of the island and the mainland is
essential not only for their relationship, but
also for the maintenance of peace, stability
and economic growth in the region.

| urge my colleagues to support House Con-
current Resolution 154 and the historic demo-
cratic process which Taiwan has undertaken.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in very
strong support of this measure, and want to
thank Mr. FUNDERBURK for originally introduc-
ing it in the Asia and Pacific Subcommittee,
and Chairman GILMAN for expediting the legis-
lation to the floor for passage.

Mr. Speaker, the Chinese people on Taiwan
have come a long way. Over a 10-year period
of time, they have succeeded in instituting
many of the democratic principles that we
have enjoyed in this country for over 200
years. And they have done this through the
hard work, perseverance and vision of one
man: President Lee Teng-Hui. President Lee,
who is the first native-born Taiwanese to gov-
ern Taiwan, has done remarkable things for
his country and countrymen in this short span
of time.

Therefore, on March 23, 1996, President
Lee was the first man in Chinese history to be
popularly elected president of Taiwan. That is
no small feat, considering Taiwan’s recent his-
tory, as well as other adversities he had to
overcome—in particular, China’s bellicose atti-
tude toward Taiwan's impending election.
However, those adversities were overcome,
and President Lee was elected with a vote of
54 percent—validating his leadership and al-
lowing him to continue forward with his pro-
gressive policies.

The American people have stood by Taiwan
over the years, and | believe will continue to
do so, as they continue to grow and mature
into a full-fledged democracy. | have nothing
but admiration and applause for President Lee
and the people of Taiwan, and | recognize that
the friendship between our two countries is a
very special one, and should remain as such.
| therefore tip my hat to President Lee on his
election, and congratulate the Taiwanese peo-
ple on achieving another great victory in the
fight for freedom and democracy.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, since we
have no objection.

In fact, we strongly support this reso-
lution. Mr. Speaker, | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York [Mr. GiLMAN] that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, House Concurrent Res-
olution 154, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ‘“‘Concur-
rent resolution to congratulate the Re-
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public of China on Taiwan on the occa-
sion of its first direct and democratic
presidential election and the inaugura-
tion of its president.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
154.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

CONGRATULATING SIERRA LEONE
DEMOCRATIC MULTIPARTY
ELECTIONS

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 160)
congratulating the people of the Re-
public of Sierra Leone on the success of
their recent democratic multiparty
elections.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 160

Whereas since 1991 the people of the Repub-
lic of Sierra Leone have endured a horrific
civil war that has killed thousands of indi-
viduals and displaced more than half the
population of the country;

Whereas for the first time in almost 30
years, the Republic of Sierra Leone held its
first truly democratic multiparty elections
to elect a president and parliament and put
an end to military rule;

Whereas the elections held on February 26,
1996, and the subsequent runoff election held
on March 15, 1996, were deemed by inter-
national and domestic observers to be free
and fair and legitimate expressions of the
will of the people of the Republic of Sierra
Leone;

Whereas success of the newly elected
democratic government led by President
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah could have a positive
effect on the West African Neighbors of the
Republic of Sierra Leone; and

Whereas the historic event of democratic
multiparty elections in the Republic of Si-
erra Leone should be honored: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) congratulates the people of the Repub-
lic of Sierra Leone for holding their first
democratic multiparty presidential and par-
liamentary elections in nearly 30 years;

(2) encourages all people of the Republic of
Sierra Leone to continue to negotiate an end
to the civil war and to work together after
taking the critical first step of holding
democratic elections in that country;

(3) reaffirms the commitment of the Unit-
ed States to help nations move toward free-
dom and democracy; and

(4) further reaffirms that the United States
is committed to encouraging peace, democ-
racy, and economic development on the Afri-
can continent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN] and the gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. MoRAN] will
each be recognized for 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, House
Concurrent Resolution 160, introduced
by our good colleague from New York,
a member of our Committee on Inter-
national Relations, Mr. HOUGHTON, con-
gratulates the people of Sierra Leone
on the success of their recent
multiparty democratic elections. The
people of Sierra Leone have endured 4
years of brutal civil war and have
showed great courage earlier this year.
Voters stood in line, often for many
hours, to participate in the presi-
dential election and the following run-
off election. The newly elected govern-
ment is now negotiating with rebels on
the long-term peace agreement.

I do not think it is unreasonable to
claim that Sierra Leone is an emerging
success story in Africa. It is also a
powerful rebuttal to those who believe
that the entire developing world is slid-
ing into chaos and humanitarian disas-
ter.

Despite the failures of neighboring
Liberia, the people of Sierra Leone
have shown they have the courage and
determination to bring order to their
society. | commend the gentleman
from New York [Mr. HouGHTON] for in-
troducing this resolution, and | urge
support for the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York [Mr. HOUGHTON].

(Mr. HOUGHTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, |1
thank the gentleman for yielding me
time.

Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentleman
for this opportunity to talk on behalf
of Sierra Leone. A lot of us have been
concerned about Africa, a lot of us
have looked for leadership there, and
we really have found it in the magnifi-
cent result of the elections in Sierra
Leone to which the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN] has referred. |
would like to particularly thank, if I
could, Bob Van Wicklin, in my office,
who has been there, who has helped
create the staff work, and has pointed
up some of the necessities of our work-
ing strongly with that country.

Also | would like to thank, if | could,
the 86 cosponsors, particularly the gen-
tleman from North Carolina [Mr.
WATT], the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
CHABOT], the gentleman from New
York [Mr. ACKERMAN], the gentleman
from New Jersey [Mr. PAYNE], the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. HASTINGS],
the gentleman from New York [Mr.
ENGEL], the gentleman from the Virgin
Islands, [Mr. FRAzER], and so many
others, and also, although | cannot
mention the names, several Members
of the Senate, ranking about 53 in
number.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-21T14:39:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




